














7.2 Town planning

Local Environmental Plans (LEPS) guide planning decisions for local government areas. Through zoning and development controls, they
allow Councils and other consent authorities to manage the ways in which land is used. LEPSs are the primary planning tool to shape the
future of communities.

On 31 March 2006, the NSW Government gazetted a standard instrument for preparing new LEPs, also known the LEP template. Local
plans across NSW will now use the same planning language, making it easier for communities to understand what is proposed for their
local area. Councils are able to include localised planning objectives and provisions specific to their area, as well as determine zoning,
additional land uses, heritage items, and development standards such as height and minimum lot sizes.

State
Table 14 below indicates at which stage Council are at with their new LEPS.
Pressure

Lack of resources can prevent councils from conducting their reviews. The development of the new LEP requires background strategic
documents including Strategic Land Uses Studies. Following these studies LEP can be drafted followed by DCPs. This process is time
and resource consuming.

Response

In 2011 the Department of Planning invited Councils to apply for funding under the LEP Acceleration Fund to assist in the delivery of new
LEPs. The funding package exceed $10millon and aimed to help councils deliver their new LEPs in specified timeframes. The funding will
assist council in undertaking outstanding strategic and technical studies, legal and specialist planning advice and GIS resources.

1Department of Planning & Infrastructure, Local Planning

Table 15 - Planning documents in the RAMROC region 1

Current LEP / IDO
Year

Current Status of new standard instrument at 30/6/11

SLUP??

Preparing new
LEP?

Albury 2010 Yes No Gazetted LEP on 13 August 2010.

Balranald 2010 Yes No Gazetted LEP on 9 July 2010.

Berrigan 1992 No Yes Draft Strategic Plan / Draft LEP and Land Use Matrix almost completed.

Carrathool 1976 Yes Yes Preparing for section 65 certificate.

Conargo 1987, 1999 No Yes Rural Land Use Strategy completed. Consultation/exhibition set to com-
mence.

Corowa 1989 Yes Yes Section 68 report.

Deniliquin 1997 No Yes Section 64 report to go to Council.

Greater Hume | 1976, 1998 & 2001 Yes Yes Soon to be on public exhibition

Hay 1998 Yes Yes Section 65 Exhibition

Jerilderie 1993 No Yes Draft instrument prepared

Leeton 1983 Yes Yes Pre section 62

Murray 1998 Yes Yes Submitted S68 report

Murrumbidgee 1994 N/A Yes Should go on public exhibition in November 2011

Narrandera 1991 Yes Yes Comprehensive strategy document and Planning proposal prepared with
request for a Gateway Determination.

Wakool 1992 Yes Yes Between Land Use Strategy and pre-exhibition draft

Wentworth 1993 Yes Yes Currently with Parliamentary Counsel for determination.

1Sourced from relevant councils
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7.3 Development?

State

The LGA with the greatest number of dwellings approved in 2010/11 was Albury, followed by Corowa and then Leeton. The LGAs with the
least number of dwellings approved were Conargo and Jerilderie, Carrathool and Narrandera.

The LGA with the greatest number of subdivisions approved in 2010/11 was Albury, followed by Greater Hume, and then Wakool. The
LGA with the least number of subdivisions approved was Jerilderie, Carrathool, Conargo and then Hay.

Albury reported a significant decrease in new dwelling approved but minimal changes to the number of subdivisions approved. Wentworth
and Leeton reported a significant increase in the number of new dwellings approved in their LGAs.

Pressure
Additional dwellings increases the load on infrastructure and the environment.

The ongoing global economic crisis and uncertainty have been identified as major contributors to a reduction in development in the report-
ing period. Flooding also impacted construction in the region.

Response

Councils require development applications accessing the environmental impact of developments to be submitted prior to works under-
taken. Developments will not be allowed if they fail address the environmental issues.

1 Sourced from relevant councils

Table 16 - Development in 2010/111

Albury 2074127 7641 01 14 242 |None

Balranald 23 *4 14 ﬁ 1*1 1 fl 443 Closure of timber harvesting industry has
slowed development further.

Berrigan 4131 7 0 0 246 None.

Carrathool 3 2*2 0 0 1 *2 Reduction in drought conditions.

Conargo 141 34 0 0 0 None

Corowa 5844 1646 0 0 2 None.

Deniliquin 1946 1345 0 0 241 None,.

Greater Hume 45,2 28411 0 0 1317 Flooding

Hay 3*3 2 *1 0 0 0*2 _Seasonal conditions reducing disposable
incomes

Jerilderie 141 1 0 0 1 Flooding

Leeton 42412 1313 0 0yl 1 None

Murray 46 11310 0yl 1ih 2% None

Murrumbidgee 3 1 0 0 0 Drought & flood

Narrandera 342 72 0 0 0 Economic down turn.

Wakool 641 645 1 0 0 None

Wentworth 424 26 22415 1 1h 343 None

Sourced from relevant councils
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Case study - Albury City Council and RAMROC

Halve Waste: reduce - reuse - recycle | = Halve Waste
News Weekly 2011 & Halve Waste e e ey

The region is facing serious waste management challenges. The Halve Waste is and initiative of Albury City Council and Riverina
Murray Regional Organisation (RAMROC) in partnership with the City of Wodonga and the Shires of Towong, Greater Hume,
Corowa and Indigo.

Domestic recycling rates are well below the State average and the Albury Waste Management Centre is filling up to fast, at the
current levels of disposal it will be full in less than 20 years.

‘Halve Waste—reduce, reuse, recycle’ is a public awareness and education programs with the aim to engaged the community and
reduce waste and increase recycling.

The objectives of the Halve Waste campaign are to:
. Reduce the regions waste by active recycling;
. Engage and inform the community about waste management; and
e Halve the amount of waste going into the Albury Waste Management Centre by 2014.

From June 2010 Halve Waste estimated that more than 16,000 tonnes have been avoided. The initiative includes educational
information on home composting, effective waste management of residents and businesses and school programs.

In November 2010 Halve Waste offered 1,000 local households a complete home composting package for only $10. Home com-
posting is a key component of the Halve Waste camping as on average over 65% of the waste generated by households is food or
green waste, all of which is compostable.

Waste to landfill at Albury Waste Management Centre in 2010/11
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7.4 Waste!
State

Councils of varying sizes and resources run differing programs when it comes to disposal of waste (see Table 17). Some smaller councils
choose to participate in regional programs, joining up with neighbouring LGAs to provide a service, while others are too remote to justify
joint programs. Many councils in the RAMROC region cooperated in the ‘Halve Waste’ program to reduce the amount of waste produced
by residents and Councils.

Pressure
The continually growing population of the region requires more provision for waste management.
Response

Councils are continually keeping track of waste and effluent and encourage the community to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Table 17 - Domestic waste management!

Council  Tonnes to Change Domestic waste Change lllegal Change

managed landfill 1 annual charge! dumping

tip/WTS! complaints?
Albury Yes 133,643 42,803 $155 A $27 74 A1g
Balranald Yes 800 v 200 $261 4315 0 -
Berrigan Yes 3,344 A125 $233 451115 8 -
Carrathool Yes 301.76 v 55.74 $99 - 0 -
Conargo Yes 1,886.45 4562.08 $0 2 -
Corowa Yes 5872 | * 2842 $235 4$35 2 -
Deniliquin Yes 6,700 4 1,216 $270 4 57 1 41
Greater Hume Yes 5,000 - $185 . 25 v25
Hay Yes 2,700 ¥ 300 $185 ¥$1115 2 42
Jerilderie Yes (2) 100 v 900 $160 435 0 1
Leeton Yes 5,430 4 830 $215.80 4352 3 V2
Murray Yes 13,287 4737 nfa 5 A1
Murrumbidgee Yes 87 - $88pa 0 -
Narrandera Yes 3,312 4285 $218.4 n/a nla -
Wakool Yes 1195 o1 $207—240L 436 0 v3

$116—120L 433

Wentworth No 23,000 nfa $185 4$3 6 42
1Sourced from relevant councils

Case study—Power Saving Kits

Power Saving Kits available from the libraries
9 July 2011
Berrigan Council

Berrigan Council offered local residents to borrow power saving kits from the libraries. The power saving kits educated residents
on the energy consumption as it measured and recorded energy use thought-out the home. The kit encourages residents to re-
duce their energy consumption to save money and help the environment.
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7.5 Energy consumption

State

Table 18 below indicates the energy consumption for Council offices and the cost to supply electricity. Solar energy and solar hot water
systems are becoming increasingly popular as a way to save on the cost of electricity and to help the environment.

Pressure

The increasing cost of electricity and the impacts of climate change require Councils and residents to reduce energy consumption and use
more environmentally friendly sources of electricity.

Response
The NSW government offers funding to support and encourage business and residents to change to solar and alternative energy methods.

Council
electricity
consump-

tion

Comparison to last
year

Installed solar
energy systems

Installed solar-
hot water sys-

tems

Table 18 - Energy consumption 2010/111

Steps undertaken to reduce energy consumptions

Albury 15,433,927k | Consumption was 7.7% | Exempt develop- Exempt Power Factor correction equipment, variable speed drives and other
Wh, lower ment energy saving equipment were installed at a number of locations.
$3,701,219 Behavioural change (i.e. turning off lights in areas not in use or with
adequate sunlight) has also been promoted and focused on at
some sites.
Balranald 286,566 Slight increase 1 4 None
(kwh),
$146,200
Berrigan $319,109.30 $75,000 increase 3 0 Act on Plant Footprint appraisal
Carrathool Unknown n/a n/a Council has undertaken an energy audit through Plant footprint as a
first step.
Conargo $33,000 Cost the same, supply Unknown Unknown
cost increased there-
fore Council reduced
consumption.
Corowa Unknown - exempt | Unknown - ex-
development empt develop-
ment
Deniliquin $477,455.40 $16,760 increase Unknown Unknown
Greater Hume | Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Installed solar panels
Hay 1 via DA, several via Unknown Maintain as far as practicable a modern fleet of plant/vehicles
exempt develop-
ment
Jerilderie Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Loss control policy adopted, Power saving kits now available from
most libraries in the region.
Leeton
Murray Unknown Unknown None
Murrum- Unknown Unknown Unknown Nil
bidgee
Narrandera $27,681.07 1 under complying Unknown Unknown
development
Wakool n/a Unknown Unknown None
Wentworth $453,953.66 $28,000 increase n/a n/a None

1Sourced from relevant councils




State

7.6 Effluent?

Councils of varying sizes and resources run differing programs when it comes to disposal of effluent (see Table 18). Seven of the 15
Council recorded an increase in the number of houses connected to sewer in the reporting period. Wentworth reported an increase of 26
dwelling connect to sewer with a decrease of 22 not connected.

Pressure

The continuingly growing population of the region requires more provision for waste management.

Response

Councils are continually keeping track of waste and effluent and encourage the community to reduce, reuse and recycle.

1 Sourced from relevant councils

Council
sewerage!

Dwellings
connected!

Table 19 - Effluent management !

Change

Dwellings not
connected!

Approvals for
on-sitel

Change

Standard for on-site disposal?

Albury Yes 1740 f 1,740 2425 25 ¢4 S62 Local Gov Reg 2005
+ Aust. Standard
Balranald Yes 800 - 300 7 M NSW Health Standards
Berrigan Yes 3090 440 761 3 - No
Carrathool Yes 1085 - Unknown 4 - No
Conargo No NA - NA 0 *1 Yes, Conargo Shire Onsite Sew-
erage Management Plan
Corowa Yes 4666 *58 263 4 *1 Onsite Sewerage Management
for Single Households
Deniliquin Yes 3150 - 90 3 Al No
Greater Hume Yes 1400 - 2100 20 A1 Yes. Local Govt Act & Australian
Standards
Hay Yes 1297 f97 200 0 - Onsite Sewage Management
Plan
Jerilderie Yes 340 - 174 0 - Yes, standard Public Health
Policy

Leeton Yes 2950 *5 0 6 A3 Yes. Lot size under 2ha requires

an aerated waste water treat-

ment system

Murray Yes 2260 f52 Unknown 1 *6 No
Murrumbidgee Yes 722 Unknown 1 - No
Narrandera Yes 1613 - 800 2 A2 -
Wakool Yes 1195 A5 Unknown 3 A3 No
Wentworth Yes 1611 426 1300 16 ¢22 No

1Sourced from relevant councils
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State

Councils run differing programs when it comes to recycling. Some smaller councils choose to participate in regional programs, joining up
with neighbouring LGAs to provide a service (such as Berrigan and Moira in Victoria), while others are too remote to justify joint programs.
Domestic recycling rates are generally below the State average in the RAMROC area. In response to a lack of recycling the ‘Halve Waste’
campaign was started. It is a public awareness and includes education programs with the aim to engage the community and reduce waste
and increase recycling.

Pressure

The continuing growing population of the region requires more provision for waste management. The changing view of society in terms of
recycling means a greater demand for recycling facilities as people respond to growing government concern over the effects of climate
change, pollution and emissions.

Response

Councils are continually keeping track of recycling programs and encourage the community to reduce, reuse and recycle. Councils often
support school and community programs encouraging the reduction of waste (buying items with less packaging), the reuse of items (like
reusable shopping bags) and recycling (or office paper, bottle, cans etc).:

Sourced from relevant councils

Table 20 - RAMROC Council’s recycling programs 1

Council has  Tonnes sent Change Reams of Change Council Changes to Reuse of item for pro-
recycling for office paper recycles recycling! ject?
program? recycling! used by office pa-

Council pert
Albury Yes 44,093.79 25,591 4,205 445 Yes No Crushed concrete road
base, mulch
Balranald Yes 50 - 700 - Yes No No
Berrigan Joint program 184.28 - 700 100 Yes No No
Carrathool Yes 30 - N/A - No No No
Conargo Yes 307 268 Unknown - No No No
Corowa Yes 1291 99 Unknown - Yes No No
Deniliquin No - 102 900 18 Yes No No
Greater Hume Yes 1000 & - 800 - Yes E-waste pro- No
24,500 gram trialled
waste oil
Hay Yes 120 card/ - Unknown - Yes No No
paper & 166
metal
Jerilderie No 12 (steel) 7 (steel) 273 5 No No No
Leeton Yes 780 24 750 16 Yes No No
Murray Yes 3500 1264 Unknown - Yes No No
Murrumbidgee No Unknown - 189 - No - Greenwaste
Narrandera No NA - 1000 - Yes No No
Wakool Yes 401 262 Unknown - Yes No No
Wentworth No N/A - 1805 157 Yes No Yes, council libraries re-
use recycle items for chil-
dren’s activities
1Sourced from relevant councils 7.8




7.8 Registered vehicles!and Licences?

State

There was 120,997 registered vehicles in the RAMROC region on June 30 2011. Of these, the majority (39,628) were located within the
Albury LGA , while the smallest amount (1,662) were located in Jerilderie. The ratio of vehicles to population is higher in the lesser popu-
lated and more remote LGAs, this trend is similar for licences. Balranald, Carrathool, Conargo, Greater Hume, Deniliquin, Hay and Mur-
rumbidgee all have more registered vehicles than there are people.

Pressure

With many families requiring cars for each working member, there is usually multiple cars per household. Cars contribute to greenhouse
gas emissions.

Response

Councils make their towns healthier by encouraging walking and riding, providing safe attractive alternatives to driving where possible.
Some LGAs also have functioning public transport system.

1 NSW Transport: Roads & Traffic Authority, Registration Based on 2006 Census Population Data
2NSW Transport: Roads & Traffic Authority, Licensing, Based on 2006 Census Population Data

Figure 11 -Vehicle registration in the RAMROC area !
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Figure 12 - Licences in the RAMROC area !
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7.9 Crimel

Crime occurs in most human settlements and Figure 13 indicates that generally the higher the population concentration the higher the
crime rate. The data below consists of criminal incidents reported to police and recorded by the NSW Police. Recorded crime statistics
for some offence categories may not accurately reflect the actual level of crime in an area. This is because some crimes are not re-
ported, some are not easily measured and records of offences which are detected by, rather than reported to police are strongly affected
by policing practices for example drug offences and drink driving offences. The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research cautions
that crime rates in LGA with small population sizes (less than 3,000) are not always good indicators of offending crime rates.

1 NSW Bureau of Crime Statistic and Research, 2011, Crime Statistics,

Figure 13 (a) - (f) -Crime reported in the RAMROC area !
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The calculations for data in figure 13 is for the rate per 1,000 population in each LGA to allow comparison. Albury and Wentworth exceed
the state average in all categories. Overall, crime rates are declining. Murray River LGAs generally have a lower crime rate, that could be
linked to the presence of a higher proportion of retirees in the population.
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8.1 Heritage items!

State

The number of heritage listings for each LGA is on the following page. Note that the Heritage Branch website may not include recent list-
ings, also some councils are in the process of constructing new LEPS that may include or remove some items. In some cases a substan-
tial number of items have been added to heritage schedules.

Local and State heritage items are not hierarchical with one being more important than the other. Instead, they are complementary and
indicate the contextual relationship of the significance of the item. It is about context not rank. The significance is relative to the community
of interest associated with an item.

No damage or vandalism was report to a heritage item in the RAMOC region in this reporting period.
Albury has reported 12 alterations made to heritage items during which included ten alterations and two partial demolitions.

A number of LGAs do not know if there has been any alterations or demolitions, or damage to any heritage items during the reporting pe-
riod.

Pressure

Damage to heritage items can occur though the following ways;

e Demolition for new development o  Graffitiivandalism
e Wear and tear e Accidental damage
e Natural hazards (flood, fire etc.) e Neglect
e Nearby unflattering development e  Pests/animal damage
e Alterations/unflattering improvements
Response

Identification of important items through heritage studies, protection of items through legislation and funding for heritage projects/
maintenance can all attribute to the ongoing protection of items of heritage significance.

1 NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, 2011, NSW Heritage
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Local items
listed in LEP

Table 21 - Heritage items in the RAMROC region?
Any study in 2010/11?

Other local

items

Items of State
significance

Items of Na-
tional sig.

New items?

Albury 257438 257438 12¢ 1 0 No Yes, Local heritage items
updated per Schedule 5

of LEP
Balranald 8f8 8 1 1 No None
Berrigan 3 60 21 0 No None
Carrathool 0 79 2¢4 0*9 No None
Conargo 1t 30429 141 14 No None
Corowa 72 72 3 0 No None
Deniliquin 33 33 3 0 No None
Greater Hume 89414 89 2 0 No Yes, Draft Schedule 5

prepared of new draft
LEP
Hay 3046 304 1 4 0 No None
Jerilderie 4 90 644 442 No None
Leeton 424 33 1504108 8¢2 0 Yes, community based Not as yet
shire wide heritage study
Murray 10 64 f 54 3 1 No None
Murrumbidgee 5 0 1 0 No No
Narrandera 8 8 8 41 Yes, LEP Schedule of Heri- None
tage—Items of Significance

Wakool 5 48 6 7 No None
Wentworth 3142 11542 341 1 No None

1Based on advice from Councils
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8.2 Aboriginal items!

Aboriginal heritage consists of those places and objects that contribute to the story of Aboriginal people in NSW. It can help identify the
links that places may have with each other and their cultural significance. Aboriginal people moved around NSW and passed on stories,
information and knowledge by going to these special places.

Aboriginal heritage includes places and items that are important to the local Aboriginal community or to Aboriginal people of NSW. These
are places or objects that people have a connection to, both physically and spiritually. Aboriginal heritage can include natural features
such as creeks or mountains, ceremonial or story places or areas of more contemporary cultural significance such as Aboriginal missions
or post contact sites.

State
The details of Aboriginal heritage listings for each LGA is listed in the Table 22.
Pressure!

Damage to heritage items can occur though the following ways:

e  Demolition for new development e  Graffitiivandalism e Accidental damage

e  Wearand tear e Nearby unflattering development e  Neglect

e Natural hazards (flood, fire etc.) e  “Trophy” hunters e  Pests/animal damage
Response

Identification of important items through heritage studies, protection of items through legislation and funding for heritage projects/
maintenance can all attribute to the ongoing protection of items of heritage significance.

1 NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, 2011, NSW Heritage

Table 22- Aboriginal heritage items within RAMROC LGAs!

Albury Unknown Yes, due diligence assessment for the construction of the Wagirra
Trail: Horseshoe Lagoon to Waterview Rd

Balranald 108 (DECCW AHIMS database) No

Berrigan Unknown No

Carrathool 4 No

Conargo 0 No

Corowa Unknown No

Deniliquin Nil No

Greater Hume 19 Culcairn (AHIMS) Yes. RTA Woomargama and Holbrook by-pass study
14 Henty (AHIMS)
10 Jindera (AHIMS)

1 Walla Wall (AHIMS)
6 Burrumbuttock (AHIMS)

Hay 322 (AHIMS) Yes. Riparian area study around Hay township in conjunction with
Hay Town Flood Levee Project

Jerilderie Unknown No

Leeton 1 No
Murray Unknown No
Murrumbidgee 1 Darlington Inn site
Narrandera 1 No
Wakool Unknown Unknown
Wentworth 8 No

1 Sourced form relevant Councils
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8.3 Heritage funding

NSW Heritage Grants program assists owners and managers of state significant heritage items, Aboriginal heritage and local government
heritage management in NSW2.,

Statel
Nearly $10 million was approved for 323 projects across NSW under the NSW Heritage Grants Works Program in 2010/2011.

Numerous Councils received funding for heritage projects in the reporting period from the NSW Heritage Grant Works Program and other
sources. A selection of projects in the RAMROC region funded by the NSW Heritage Grants Works Program are found in Table 23. Wen-
tworth received funding from the NSW State Government—Community Building Partnership to Develop the ‘Cultural Precinct of Wen-

tworth’ project.

Pressure

There is a limited amount of funding available for heritage projects and limited resources (staff) for projects.

Response

Councils can apply for funding through the Heritage Branch. Councils also encourage and provide information to owners of heritage items

to seek funding for maintenance.

L NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, 2011, NSW Heritage Grants

Table 23 - Examples of funded projects within the RAMROC region 2011-2013!

Project name

Project purpose

LGA

Funding

Old Wentworth Gaol Wall To carry out conservation work on the perimeter wall of the Wentworth $65,000
Restoration Project former 1881 Wentworth Gaol.
Cowra Showground Grandstand To undertake urgent conservation work to the ¢1920 Corowa | Corowa $60,000
(c19202) Conservation Showground Grandstand to enable its continued use.
Ned Kelly Post Office, Jerilderie, Con- | To carry out conservation work to the former Post Office in Jerilderie $40,000
servation and Adaptive Re-use as Jerilderie mad famous by Ned Kelly and adaptive re-use as an
Exhibition Space exhibition space for the Historical Society.
Former Hay Gaol (1880) Perimeter To undertake urgent stabilisation and conservation work to the | Hay $60,000
Walls and Watch Towers Stabilisation | perimeter walls and watch tower at the State Heritage Register-
and Conservation listed 1880 former Hay Gaol complex designed by Colonial
Architect James Barnet.
Soden Hotel, Albury Conservation To undertaken conservation work to the portico at the State Albury $10,000
Heritage Register-listed 1934 Buckland Convalescent Home at
Springwood to enhance the entrance
1 NSW Office of Environment and Heritage, 2011, NSW Heritage Grants
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